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Truth is important to the Christian experience.  Without some sort of grasp of biblical 
knowledge, one will flounder and falter in his or her walk with the Lord.  The prophets knew this 
to be true.  When the people of God went into captivity, they often placed blame on the 
people’s spiritual and scriptural ignorance. Through Isaiah, the Lord proclaimed, “Therefore my 
people will go into exile because they lack knowledge; her dignitaries are starving, and her 
masses are parched with thirst” (Isaiah 5:13). Hosea said something similar.  The Lord used him 
to say, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.  Because you have rejected 
knowledge” (Hosea 4:6).

	 When Jesus was on Earth, he placed similar stress on the importance of truth.  Of 
Himself, He said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:6).  Our Lord was the embodiment of divine knowledge.  He made it a 
priority to put the principles and precepts of God at the center of worship.  In sharing with a 
spiritually lost woman, He said, “God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
Spirit and in truth” (John 4:24).  On the Sabbath, Jesus made priority to meet with the people 
of God and given attention to the reading and explanation of God’s Word (Luke 4:16-21).  Why 
did Jesus give such primacy and prominence to truth?  He knew that knowledge of the Holy is 
the chief means by which humans are transformed into His image.  In John 17:17, He prayed 
for His disciples, saying, “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.”

	 Truth cannot be ignored.  It is not a subset of spiritual living, reserved for the heady, 
more academic types within the church.  To one degree or another, all of God’s children must 
have a regard for the knowledge of God.  Truth about God is what transforms the human mind 
and thus shapes the human heart in accordance with the Lord’s will (Romans 12:2).  J.C. Ryle 
once said, “Holy practice will not flourish without sound doctrine." 
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Top Ten Doctrines 
When it comes to studying doctrine, there are several approaches.  Some take a historical 
approach, examining the theological positions of the church fathers and other figures 
throughout the ages.  Others prefer an exegetical method, dissecting specific passages that 
deal with major Bible themes.  Another popular approach is referred to as biblical theology.  In 
this method, one analyzes important doctrines in light of the overall narrative of Scripture.

	 While all of these approaches to doctrine have merit, it is the purpose of this study to 
look at theology in a systematic fashion.  Consequently, we will look at one of ten major Bible 
doctrines that are often covered in what is known as “systematic theology.”  The doctrine 
underneath our consideration is known as “Bibliology.” 

	 The “ology” at the end of the word I just mentioned refers to the study of a subject.  In 
systematic theology, there are customarily ten topics most theologians consider.  One will find 
variances from the ten, but there is general continuity amongst most scholars and Bible 
teachers.  The most famous ten doctrines are Bibliology (the doctrine of the Bible), Theology 
(the doctrine of God), Christology (the doctrine of Christ), Pneumatology (the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit),  Anthropology (the doctrine of man), Hamartiology (the doctrine of sin), Soteriology 
(the doctrine of salvation), Ecclesiology (the doctrine of the church), Angelology (the doctrine of 
angels), and Eschatology (the doctrine of end times).

	 The doctrine of the Bible is the proper place for any study of theology.  Since the Bible 
is our sole authority for faith and practice, it is our source of truth for all other domains of 
doctrine.  Charles Spurgeon elevated Scripture as the heavenly plumb line by which all beliefs 
should be measured.  He said, “If there is a quarrel between you and a Scripture, it is you that 
is wrong, not the Scripture; and if there is any part of the word of which you can say ‘I differ 
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from that,' the word will never alter: the party to alter is yourself.”  Considering the high value 2

of Scripture, it is important for believers to have a strong understanding of its nature.  It is the 
purpose of this study to learn more about the first of the top ten doctrines in Scripture.  To fulfill 
that purpose, we will first examine four qualities of Scripture — inspiration, inerrancy, authority, 
and sufficiency.  Next, we will look at four historical actions involved in the delivering of 
Scripture — writing, preserving, canonizing, and translating.  Finally, our study will conclude 
with a challenge for readers to have a practical devotion to the Bible.


A Communicative Creator 
Before we launch into our study, it is important to introduce our subject by talking about the 
relationship of Scripture to our Lord.  Vigilance is needed, since there is always a danger of 
approaching the Bible as a mere religious textbook.  The book of Hebrews says, “…the word of 
God is living and effective…” (Hebrews 4:12).  God’s Word is alive because it has its origin in 
the living God.  Without an understanding of this, one won’t have a proper reverence for 
Scripture.  One will possibly succumb to a sad and stale spiritual state in which the Bible is a 
dry and dusty volume of religious dictums.

	 A study of the Bible must start with a study of God.  When we study Scripture, we learn 
that the Lord is the author and originator of Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21).  
Furthermore, we discover that His Word both emanates from His character and reveals His 
character.  We have God’s Word because God has spoken.  Our Lord is a communicative 
creator.  He has chose to reveal Himself.  He exists and He speaks!  As Francis Schaeffer 
famously said, “He is there and He is not silent!”

	 To talk about our subject at hand, we will cover two topics.  First, we will talk about why 
God speaks.  Second, we will talk about how God speaks.  An examination of these topics will 
provide us with a better knowledge of the relationship between our Lord and His Word.  It will 
also set the stage for more of what we will learn in this study.


WHY GOD SPEAKS 
Let’s first talk about why God speaks.  Such a consideration is important.  Though many deny 
the existence of God, there are evidences of His presence.  The created order gives witness of 
design.  Such design demands a designer.  The human conscience reveals what appears to be 
a universal moral law.  The presence of such a law demands a law giver.  In addition,  the very 
popularity of the notion of God seems to indicate that there must be a God.

	 If there is a God who created the galaxies and the globe upon which we live, He must 
be an all-wise and all-powerful God.  The wonder and sophisticated nature of our universe 
would make such attributes necessary.  Furthermore, if such a God does exist, it stands to 
reason that He would communicate to His creation.  Why would an all-wise and all-powerful 
God create a marvelous universe, and why would he make humanity, if His intent was to be 
aloof and detached from what He made?  

	 God made all things and He intends to interact with what He made.  Though He is 
transcendent, He has chosen to descend to the world He made and make Himself known.  
Therefore He speaks.  In fact, such realities were underscored by one of the titles affixed to 
Jesus at His birth.  The name “Immanuel” meant “God with us.”  The Lord is a relational and 
loving God, so He speaks.  Speaking is a part of His nature.  Let us examine four realities from 
Scripture that underscore why He must speak.


It is a part of His nature. 
God cannot be silent.  Such truth is underscored by the nature of the Trinity.  Some balk at talk 
of a three-in-one God.  They claim that the doctrine is illogical, that it doesn’t make sense, or 
that it is unnecessary.
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	 On the contrary, the Trinity is of great importance to the character and nature of God.  It 
is a marvelous mystery that makes Christianity distinct from all other world religions.  It 
highlights and extols the fact that God is completely unlike His creation.  He is different and 
distinct than humankind.  No man or woman can fully fathom Him or explain Him.

	 The Trinity is also important because it highlights the fact that God is a communicator.  
Before time began, the Lord did not live in solitary confinement by Himself.  Instead, He lived 
perfectly content, basking in glorious fellowship between the three persons.  In his book 
“Delighting in the Trinity,” Michael Reeves says, “…the truth is that God is love because God is 
Trinity.”   Reeves also says, “…if God were just one person, then love of the other would not be 3

central to his being.  There would have been nobody in eternity for him to love.”   Far from 4

being an inane, archaic, and outdated representation of a superstitiously-created god of a 
bygone era, the Trinity is foundational to the Christian religion.  That’s why the subtitle for 
Reeve’s book was “An Introduction to the Christian Faith.”  

	 Not only is the Trinity a foundation of our faith, but it also reveals a fundamental doctrine 
of our faith — the Lord is a relational being.  He speaks and communicates.  For all of eternity 
there has been communication and dialogue between the Three Persons of the Trinity.  
Humanity was created to provide an extended platform for the Lord’s communicative prowess. 

	 Jesus indicated that such things are true in John 17, a passage that contains what is 
often known as His “High Priestly Prayer.”  In praying for us, the church, our Lord made 
intercession, saying, “May they all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I am in you. May they 
also be in us, so that the world may believe you sent me” (John 17:21).  Do you see from 
Jesus’ words that there has always been perfect fellowship between God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit?  In addition, do you see that God’s communicative nature is 
intended to extend to His people?  God is a God who speaks.  It is part of His nature.


It is how He accomplishes His purposes. 
A complete reading of Scripture shows that God often uses His spoken Word to accomplish 
His purposes.  From the opening pages of the Bible, we find God making the heavens and the 
Earth by speaking.  Genesis 1:3 says, “Then God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.”  
The Lord is the God who speaks.  He is a communicator.  Such is revealed by the way in which 
He used the words of His mouth to create our world out of nothing.  The Lord uses His spoken 
word to accomplish His purposes.

	 These realities were also highlighted through Jesus’ ministry.  While He was on Earth, 
He performed various miracles.  Each was intended to demonstrate rich theological truth.  On 
one occasion, He healed a demon possessed boy.  The father of the young boy had previously 
asked the twelve disciples for help, but they were unable to cast the demon out.  The scene 
was set for Jesus to display His divine power.  With mere spoken words, Jesus rendered the 
boy pure.  He said, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you: Come out of him and never 
enter him again” (Mark 9:25).  Through speaking, Jesus wielded power over the spirit world.

	 On another occasion, Jesus used the words of His mouth to calm a raging storm.  
Traveling across the Sea of Galilee, He and His disciples encountered turbulent waters.  
Though they were experienced fishermen, the Twelve were fearful that the boat was about to 
capsize.  Drowning and death seemed inevitable.  To prove His power over creation, Jesus 
hollered out, “Silence! Be still!” (Mark 4:39). Immediately the storm stopped.  By talking to the 
weather and the waters, Jesus demonstrated His power over the natural world.  

	 On yet another occasion, Jesus encountered one who had been unable to walk for 
thirty-eight years.  The man had sought healing at a popular water source for some time.  All of 
his attempts were in vain.  Jewish superstition had failed him.  When the man met Jesus, the 
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Lord said, “Get up…pick up your mat and walk” (John 5:8).  Through simple spoken words, 
ligaments, bones, and muscles were restored.  Tissues that were dead came to life.  The 
effects of the man’s disability were reversed and he was able to walk!  Jesus proved He had 
power over human life.

	 When one studies the gospel accounts, one finds that Jesus healed via different means.  
He used things like saliva (Mark 8:22-26), mud (John 9:1-12), and his touch (Mark 5:25-34) to 
heal.  Each method contained a special message.  Each was intended to teach important truth 
about Jesus’ nature.  What was the meaning behind Jesus’ use of spoken words to heal?  The 
intent was to prove He was God.  Jesus had power over the spirit realm, the natural realm, and 
the human body.  Just as the Lord created the heavens and the Earth by simply speaking, 
Jesus vanquished demons, calmed storms, and healed bodies by speaking.  He proved He 
was God, but He also demonstrated the power of God’s spoken word.  God is a God who 
speaks, and He uses His Word to accomplish His purposes.

	 At the end of time, the Lord will use the words of His mouth to accomplish His 
purposes for one final time in human history.  The book of Revelation depicts the second 
coming of Christ by saying, “A sharp sword came from his mouth, so that he might strike the 
nations with it.  He will rule them with an iron rod. He will also trample the winepress of the 
fierce anger of God, the Almighty” (Revelation 19:15).  What was the meaning of the “sharp 
sword” coming out of Jesus’ mouth.  Some regard the language as literal.  I have seen artist 
renderings in paintings, drawings, and even in children books they grotesquely depict Jesus 
with a real, literal sword dangling out of a wide-stretched mouth.  Is such the intent of the 
Scriptural picture in Revelation 19?  It doesn’t seem so.  Instead, the sword was intended to be 
a metaphor for the spoken Word of God (Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12).  At the end of time, 
the Lord will end human history the way he started it — by simply speaking.

	 All of this points to the power of God’s Word.  It also reveals a purpose behind why God 
speaks.  He uses HIs spoken word to accomplish His purposes.  Only He can bring death and 
life by speaking.  Consequently, believers should have a high regard for what He says. 


It is how He makes Himself known. 
Shortly after making the first man and woman, the Lord began speaking to them.  In fact, one 
could regard this as His first action toward the crown of his creation.  Genesis 1:26-27 tells of 
how He made Adam and Eve in His image.  The very next verses gives an account of Him 
speaking to them.  Genesis 1:28 says, “God blessed them, and God said to them, 'Be fruitful, 
multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it.  Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every 
creature that crawls on the earth.’”

	 Genesis 2 contains a second account of how the Lord made mankind.  It too depicts 
the Lord speaking at the outset of human life.  Genesis 2:16-17 says, “And the Lord God 
commanded the man, 'You are free to eat from any tree of the garden, but you must not eat 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for on the day you eat from it, you will certainly 
die.’”  Being made in God’s image, man was designed to relate to God (Matthew 22:37-40; 
John 17:21).  As a result, God made Himself known to man by speaking.  This is why God 
speaks.  His Word is the primary means by which He gives self-disclosure to men and women.


It is what makes Him different than other “gods.” 
The psalmist bemoaned the futility of idols by saying, “Their idols are silver and gold, made by 
human hands.  They have mouths but cannot speak, eyes, but cannot see” (Psalm 115:4-5).  
Humanity seems bent toward hiding from God and seeking fulfillment in things other than Him 
(Genesis 3:7).  When God gave His Law, He found it necessary to explicitly forbid the worship 
of idols (Exodus 20:1-6).  Despite His commands, humanity has always displayed a propensity 
toward Satan’s three-fold value system — the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life (1 John 2:16-17).  Put in another way, the wandering hearts of humankind seem 
fixated on pride, possessions, and pleasure.  Such things constitute the pantheon of false gods 
for most men and women.




	 The most tragic thing about idolatry is that it can never satisfy.  As the French 
mathematician Blaise Paschal taught, men and women have been created with what could be 
likened to a God-shaped vacuum in their hearts.  Neither material things, sensual delights, or 
earthly prestige can meet the need of the soul.  Only the Lord can bring true security, strength, 
satisfaction, and stability.

	 This is yet another reason why the Lord speaks.  Idols cannot meet the need of the 
heart.  The Lord is Creator and His ways are best.  Therefore, He communicates His realities.  
He speaks, proving Himself to be superior than the fallen philosophies, empty religions, and 
futile idols of Earth.  The Lord exists and He is not silent.


HOW GOD SPEAKS 
We are now left to consider how God speaks.  The entirety of this work will be given to this 
topic.  For now it is needful to consider the difference between God’s two main means of 
communicating.  Over the years, theologians have typically classified God’s revelation of 
Himself into two broad categories — general revelation and special revelation.  Johnathan 
Edwards, the great American theologian of the First Great Awakening said, “All truth is given by 
revelation, either general or special, and it must be received by reason. Reason is the God-
given means for discovering the truth that God discloses, whether in his world or his Word.”  
Let’s consider briefly consider these two categories.


General Revelation 

General revelation is the first method God uses to speak to humankind.  Through this form of 
revelation, He uses natural processes to make Himself known.  It is important to note that this 
first form of divine communication cannot secure salvation.  One can only know about God in a 
general sense.  That is, one can gain understanding concerning God’s existence, character, 
and works, but one cannot know God fully.  Scripture tells us the Lord uses two means to 
generally reveal Himself.


Creation 
The created world around us contains messages from God.  The Psalmist sang, "The heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the expanse proclaims the work of his hands.  Day after day they 
pour out speech; night after night they communicate knowledge.  There is no speech; there are 
no words; their voice is not heard.  Their message has gone out to the whole earth, and their 
words to the ends of the world” (Psalm 19:1-4).  The finely-tuned nature of the ecosystem, the 
human body, and the atmosphere around us give witness to a designer.  The Puritan preacher 
Jeremiah Burroughs said, “We can understand by reason that no finite thing can be from itself, 
and therefore that the world could not be of itself.”   Creation speaks.  It makes humankind 5

aware of the existence of the Creator.  This is the first form of general revelation.


Conscience 
The Lord also uses the human conscience to reveal Himself.  Romans 2:14-15 says, “So, when 
Gentiles, who do not by nature have the law, do what the law demands, they are a law to 
themselves even though they do not have the law.  They show that the work of the law is 
written on their hearts. Their consciences confirm this. Their competing thoughts either accuse 
or even excuse them.”  All of humanity seems hardwired with an awareness concerning God’s 
Law.  Each society and people group have standards that reflect the Lord’s standards 
concerning murder (Exodus 20:13), adultery (Exodus 20:14), theft (Exodus 20:15), and deceit 
(Exodus 20:16).  Some use such realities to dismiss the significance of Christian ethics.  They 
offer the question, “Aren’t all religions the same?”  Far from being a platform for denying the 
viability of Christianity, such realities in fact proof the validity of the Bible.  God has pre-
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programmed the human heart with a conscience that communicates His Moral Law.  This is yet 
another way He speaks.


Special Revelation 
Special revelation gives more specific information about God.  One cannot fully know the Lord 
via creation and conscience, but one can know Him in a more deep and meaningful way 
through His Word.  One has said, “Although creation reveals God's general existence, only the 
Bible gives specific revelation about God and his plan for redemption.”   The author of 6

Hebrews spoke of these realities, saying, “This salvation had its beginning when it was spoken 
of by the Lord, and it was confirmed to us by those who heard him.  At the same time, God 
also testified by signs and wonders, various miracles, and distributions of gifts from the Holy 
Spirit according to his will” (Hebrews 2:3-4).

	 Who are the “those who heard him” of Hebrews 2?  They are none other than the 
prophets and apostles to whom God delivered His Word (2 Peter 1:20-21).  The Lord spoke 
specifically to such individuals, making plain for them the paths of salvation.  He also gave 
them a multitude of messages that give us truth about the Lord that far exceeds the knowledge 
of God we receive from general revelation.

	 The revelation given to the apostles and prophets has been preserved for us in the book 
called the Bible (Matthew 24:35; 1 Peter 1:24-25).  Those who possess a Bible have access to 
God’s special revelation of Himself.  One has said, “He that holds a Bible in his hand should 
remember that he holds not the word of man, but of God.  He holds a volume which not only 
contains God’s Word, but is God’s Word.”  

	 The Bible is God’s Word for mankind.  In this study, we will study the topic of the Bible.  
To do so, we will first talk about four qualities of Scripture — inspiration, inerrancy, authority, 
and sufficiency.  Next, we will talk about how we got the Bible, covering four integral steps in 
the transmission of God’s Word to men and women — writing, copying, canonizing, and 
translating.  Lastly, we will close our study with practical application by studying what God’s 
Word says about making Scripture a practical part of one’s daily life.
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